
P
L

A
T

E
-S

IG
Z

O
N

E
:C

N
-K

S
I-X

Q
-N

S
-F

L
A

-B
M

,1S
T

A
R

,50-50-50-50-50-50,B
-B

-B
-B

-B
-B

,T
R

A
V

E
L

-T
R

A
V

E
L

-T
R

A
V

E
L

-T
R

A
V

E
L

-T
R

A
V

E
L

-T
R

A
V

E
L

,2,7:
B

L
A

C
K

 O
N

LY
P

late L
abel: C

N
-K

S
I-X

Q
-N

S
-F

L
A

-B
M

,1S
T

A
R

,50-50-50-50-50-50,2,7 - F
ri Jan

 25 17.33.45 E
S

T
 2008

S
ection

-L
ow

: T
R

A
V

E
L

-2

I
f you’re keen to avoid the kind of giant resorts, ven-
dor-ridden beaches and noisy bars favored by the 
“spring break” crowd, you can still fi nd upscale tran-
quility in Mexico without having to break the bank.

Situated 27 miles north of Puerto Vallarta’s Gus-
tavo Diaz Ordaz International Airport, the Punta Mita 
peninsula has become a favorite hideaway for celebri-
ties and tycoons looking for peace and privacy.

On the same latitude as Hawaii — but only half the 
fl ight time from New York (about fi ve hours direct) — 
the area offers the same near-perfect climate. There are 
340 days of sunshine per year and average temperatures 
of 80 degrees, plus crystal blue waters, lush fl ora and 
fauna and outstanding amenities.

But if owning one of the area’s multimillion-dollar 
haciendas or staying at the superluxurious Four Seasons 
Resort, where rooms average $1,500 per night, is out of 
your budget, try renting one of the surprisingly afford-
able villas or condos in this  peaceful gated community.

If you’re looking for plenty of space, you’ll fi nd it 
here. A standard fl oor plan for both condos and villas 
consists of three en-suite double bedrooms with sepa-
rate kitchen, dining, living and outdoor areas covering 
at least 3,500 square feet — perfect for low-key families 

or groups of friends looking for a stylish hideaway.
The exquisite “Mexi-terranean” interiors, elegant hy-

brids of traditional Mexican and chic southern Europe-
an, leave no detail overlooked. Choose a villa and enjoy 
a private plunge pool and whirlpool; the en-suite bath-
rooms have outdoor showers. 

You’ll likely fi nd yourself taking as many photos of 
your impressive accommodations as of the fabulous sur-
rounding landscape.

In fact, dragging yourself away from your vacation 
home is likely to be the biggest hurdle you’ll face.

In-villa spa treatments, such as the signature Mita 
Relaxing Massage ($118), can be arranged through the 
concierge. You can even submit a grocery list before you 
arrive to ensure your well-appointed kitchen is stocked 
for leisurely meals overlooking the ocean.

But getting off your lounger is worth it. Just steps 
away is 9 ½   miles of white-sand beaches; a residents’ 
beach club, offering a pool, food and spa services, pro-
vides a focal point for each villa or condo community.

Don’t be surprised if you have the beach to yourself. 
The main entry gate allows access only to staff and res-
idents, many of whom use their properties only a few 
months of the year.

SAND & SEA  BY ELOISE PARKER

Mexico’s beautiful Punta Mita is surprisingly affordable
Awash in luxury

Even during the January to April high season,  clever 
planning has ensured that the area never feels busy. 
The Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course has tee times 
available throughout the day (a second  Nicklaus course 
and St. Regis hotel, with a fi tness suite available to villa 
guests, are scheduled to open in early summer).

Those looking for more adventure can try sailing, div-
ing or snorkeling alongside the areas’ many humpback 
whales, dolphins, rays and 
sea turtles. Or try your hand 
at surfi ng in the pleasant 
73- to 85-degree waters.

One of the area’s best surf 
breaks is on a pristine beach 
at the foot of the  impressive 
Casa Papelillos hacienda. 
Here, you could fi nd your-
self catching a wave with 
the likes of Jay-Z, Beyon-
cé, Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Chris Martin, who have all 
stayed at the sumptuous, 
fully staffed, nine-bedroom 
estate that rents for $13,000 
per night. 

And if you want to take a 
break from cooking, there 
are plenty of options, though you’d be wise to hire a car 
as taxis can be expensive.

The area’s small local village, overlooking Banderas 
Bay on the south side of the 1,500-acre Punta Mita pen-
insula, offers several good beachfront restaurants and 
shops. The Four Seasons Resort’s exclusive boutiques 
and restaurants are also available to nonguests. 

At least one evening in Puerto Vallarta is a must. It’s 
about an hour’s drive through heavy traffi c on the wind-
ing coastal road . But Puerto Vallarta’s quaint cobbled 
streets and bustling, mile-long boardwalk, known as the 
Malecon, are worth the effort. They offer an invigorat-
ing mix of sculpture, shops, galleries and restaurants.

Just off the Malecon fi nd traditional Mexican fare 
at El Arrayán (at 344 Allende). Try family recipes like 
Auntie Chiquis’ tomatillo-pasilla chicken next to the 
restaurant’s own arrayán tree, which produces the 
sweet, fl eshy fruit used in the house margaritas.

For more celebrity spotting, try the exquisite Café 
Des Artistes. The unassuming white exterior gives way 
to a cavernous assortment of beautifully designed din-
ing areas. From the all-white minimalist dining room to 
the stunning, jungle-like, multilevel outdoor garden, the 
restaurant has attracted such stars as Nicolas Cage and 
Robin Williams. 

The French- and Polynesian-inspired menu rotates 
seasonally, and chef Thierry Blouet’s unbeatable  choc-
olate desserts will send you to heaven, should there be 
any doubt you’re already there.

if you go ...
n  Three-bedroom condos 
at Hacienda de Mita range 
from $600 to $900 a night 
in low season, $900 to 
$1,350 a night in high 
season.
n  Three-bedroom Las 
Palmas villas rent from 
$600 a night in low season 
to $900 a night in high 
season. 

For more info, go to 
www.mitaresidential.com

The beachfront at the gated resort community of 
Punta Mita near Puerto Vallarta. 

Fun has no age limit.

Call 1-800-EXPEDIA or
1-800-CARNIVAL • carnival.com

Fun for everyone is closer than you think. Enjoy Carnival WaterWorksSM, our new water playground with the

tallest twister slide at sea, and SerenitySM, a relaxing retreat for adults only—and this is just part of the fun. So

what are you waiting for? Book your getaway today. Let the fun begin.TM

*Cruise rates are category 1A, per guest, based on double occupancy, capacity controlled and cruise only. Price range from $229 to $2,819. Government taxes and fees ($21-$136) are additional per guest.
Rates available on select sailings only. Restrictions apply. † Fuel supplement of $5 per guest, per day based on double occupancy applies to all cruises departing on or after February 1, 2008.

Carnival WaterWorks and Serenity available on select ships only. © 2008 Carnival Cruise Lines. All rights reserved. Ships’ Registry:The Bahamas and Panama.

3 Day Caribbean 

from

$229*

4 & 5 Day Caribbean 

from

$329*

6, 7 & 8 Day Caribbean 

from

$479*

Fuel supplement additional $5 per guest, per day †
Ask about our other fun cruises.
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There’s probably nothing
more romantic than
spending time at a cozy
bed-and-breakfast with

your favorite valentine. With
the big day coming up, here
are 2008’s top 10 romantic
inns, as chosen by the staffs
at American Historic Inns
Inc. — publisher of nearly 3
million B&B guidebooks —
and companion Web site
www.iLoveInns.com:

1. Lake Pointe Inn Bed and Breakfast, McHenry, Md.
2. Hydrangea House Inn, Newport, R.I.
3. Buhl Mansion Guesthouse & Spa, Sharon, Pa.
4. The Red Horse Inn, Landrum, S.C.
5. Ho’oilo House, Lahaina, Hawaii
6. Songbird Prairie Bed and Breakfast, Valparaiso, Ind.
7. Garth Woodside Mansion, Hannibal, Mo.
8. Run of the River, Leavenworth, Wash.
9. The Reluctant Panther Inn and Restaurant,

Manchester, Vt.
10. Pearson’s Pond Luxury Inn & Adventure Spa,

Juneau, Alaska

Be as relaxed as humanly possible. Spend your days
swimming and snorkeling or lounging in a hammock
swayed by the ocean breeze. From the beautiful sands
of Mexico to the refreshing surf of the Bahamas, we
offer an array of outstanding getaways to choose
from. Book three consecutive nights at any participating
Wyndham Resort and get the fourth night free, now
through March 31, 2008. Be well.

CALL 1-800-WYNDHAM OR VISIT WYNDHAM.COM

FREE night will be deducted at check-out. Subject to availability at participating Wyndham Resorts. Stay three consecutive nights and
get the 4th night free. Blackout dates and other restrictions apply. Tax, resort fee and gratuity not included. Valid 01/01/08 - 03/31/08.
Not applicable to groups or on prior reservations. Customer must ask for Getaways ByRequest - 4th Night FREE at time of booking.

SAVE 25% NOW
STAY 3, GET 4TH NIGHT FREE!

26 RESORTS IN CARIBBEAN, MEXICO, BAHAMAS AND FLORIDA

F L O R I D A

P U E R T O  R I C O

P E N N S Y L V A N I AI T A L YC R U I S E S

N E W  Y O R K

Inns, Resorts, Getaways & CruisesInns, Resorts, Getaways & Cruises Inns, Resorts, Getaways & CruisesInns, Resorts, Getaways & Cruises 

M O N T A U K

To Advertise In This Section Call 
Clara Galvano 212-210-1958

Outside NYC 800-223-1554 ext. 1958 • cgalvano@nydailynews.com
Billy Hamid 212-210-1992

Outside NYC 800-223-1554 ext. 1992 • bhamid@nydailynews.com

PORTA DEL SOL – PUERTO RICO Well famous Inn at the west coast. Take
advantage of this special offer $60.00 p/p, including continental breakfast. Two bedroom beach

front cottages. Steps away from a sandy unspoiled beach, you will have the time of your life.
Reservations 1-787-872-2045/2021. Web: www.hauhotelvillas.com Email: villahau@gmail.com.

Tax not included. Minimum stay of 3 nights. Valid until March 18, 2008.

MT. HAVEN RESORT-Weekend & Midweek Romantic Getaways; Skiing, Snowboarding,
Snowmobiling, Ice Skating, Cross Country Skiing, or just relax and get a Spa Service...
A Former Senators Estate, Beautiful Cottages and Rooms with Tasteful Décor, Private Jacuzzi for 2 and

Fireplace. Award Winning Restaurant with Amazing “ALL YOU CAN EAT” Meal Plan... Candlelit Glass Enclosed
Dining Room. Gala Sunday Brunch Included. Beautiful Setting 400 Picturesque Acres. Antiquing, Great

Local Nightlife. 2 NIGHT WEEKEND PACKAGES start at $325/couple–inc. 2 meals/day. 1 NIGHT MIDWEEK
PACKAGES (Sun-Thur) start at $130/couple–inc. 2 meals/day. ***Valentine’s Day Special - Call for more

info*** Reserve 3 Midweek (Sun-Thur) Nights and receive a Free Upgrade to a Luxury Suite. Ask about
$50 Weekend Discount and $25 Midweek Discount. Approx. 75 miles from NYC, only 1 ½ hr away. Call for

additional info and brochure. 1-800-553-1530 www.mthavenresort.com

How to Cruise FREE for 2008-10?
Get your 16pp (8 cabins) on 3 Nights or Longer. Getting Married? Any Events on 15 Lines.
Frustrated, Confused & Challenged? Book Cruise Planners Now For Peace of Mind.
1-800-839-7135 or www.nycvaluecruise.com

TIMESHARE RESALESTIMESHARE RESALES
60-80% Off Retail! Best Resorts & Seasons.

CALL FOR FREE MAGAZINE! 1-800-508-2178
www.holidaygroup.com/fun Visit 400+ Resorts Online!

A SUITE MIAMI BEACH VACATION – Best Western Oceanfront Suites
94th & Collins. Only $189 per nite (up to 5 persons) to 4/15/08.
Includes kitchen, full breakfast, parking, 2 pools & 305' beach.

800-327-1412 or www.bwoceanfront.com

All Inclusive Packages – $99 per person, per night
Winter Recess: 2/15 – 2/24; Summer: 6/23 – 9/1

Room, 3 meals & snack bar, over 30 indoor/outdoor
activities & sports, two pools with waterslides, live family

entertainment nightly. Just 2 hours from NYC!

1-800-766-6209 or www.pinegroveranch.com

PENN HILLS POCONO RESORTS
Special Rates, Snow Fun... Soo Close!!

BONUS GETAWAY PACKAGE $97.50 p.p. per nite, dbl occup.
Includes breakfast & dinner, FREE ski/tubing at Alpine Mountain.

Close to Casinos, The Crossings Premium Outlets, Attractions.
www.pennhillsresort.com 800-233-8240

POCONO MOUNTAIN VACATION VILLAS
WINTER WEEKEND GETAWAY! A luxury villa* for 6, just $289 per night weekends, and $179 per night midweek.
Enjoy the beauty of the Pocono Mountains covered in a blanket of white while relaxing in your fully furnished two-bedroom
villa. Fireplace, whirlpool, two bath, full kitchen, plus swimming, snowtubing, horseback riding, and many other resort
activities – some fees may apply. Price does not include taxes. CALL 800-343-8676. *Sand Hill Creek Realty, Inc.

Gurney’s Inn
RESORT, SPA & CONFERENCE CENTER

since 1926

Includes: Oceanview Accommodations, Breakfast & Dinner for 2, Use of Famous Sea Water Spa, Tax & Service Charge.
Call 631.668.2345 for Reservations • www.gurneysinn.com

COZY WINTER GETAWAY TO MONTAUK
2 NIGHTS FOR 2–OCEANVIEW - $632

AVAIL SUN-THUR & SEL. WKNDS. SUBJECT TO AVAIL.

“Book Now…Disney Spring Sale!”
Hotels-Suites-Condos-Resorts and Homes
As low as $39.00 per night!

Call 877 4 AVILLA • www.Trip2orlando.com

ITALY–CIAO ITALYTRAVEL Let an Italian travel expert plan your
Italy vacation. Tours and packages throughout Italy. Rome, Florence, Tuscany, Venice,

Amalfi, Sicily. Over 100 hotels and all-inclusive packages. 718-351-4300
Toll free 1-888-OK-ITALY • www.ciaoitalytravel.com

Hot spots for the inn crowd

The Lake Pointe Inn Bed and
Breakfast in McHenry, Md.
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